
June 01, 2026 

The regular meeting was called to order by Mayor Carlson at 5:45 PM. 

The meeting was held at the Decorah Council Chambers and electronically. 

The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Members present: Mayor Andy Carlson, Randy Schissel, Johanna Bergan, Cody Whittle, Steve 
Zittergruen, Emily Neal, City Clerk Keri Sand, and City Manager Travis Goedken 
 
Absent: Brent Parker, Christopher Miculinich  
 
Police Chief Thein spoke regarding an incident that took place in Decorah in May of this year that 
involved two of the Decorah Police Officers. Thein explained that the actions of these two officers 
surpassed the level of expectation because of their training.  There will be a public recognition ceremony 
when the case has been resolved. 
 
Birgith Meade, a resident of rural Decorah, addressed Council regarding the use of toxins in the City of 
Decorah. Meade encouraged Council to use the precautionary principle when it comes to the use of 
chemicals.  
 
Steve McCargar of rural Decorah spoke to Council regarding the use of chemicals for cosmetic purposes. 
McCargar stated that the city should follow the precautionary principle with the use of chemicals. 
McCargar referenced the cosmetic pesticide ban in Ontario which outlaws’ herbicides, insecticides, and 
fungicides for cosmetic use on lawns, gardens, parks, and school grounds.  
 
The consent agenda was presented. 

a. Minutes of May 18, 2026, Special Meeting 
b. Claims 
c. Holiday Day Lights 2026 Special Event Helping Services 
d. Live Music at Pulpit Rock Campground Special Event – Park and Rec 
e. Decorah 2025 Flood Repairs-Locust Road Pay Application #2-Final  
f. Decorah 2025 Heivly Street Improvements Change Order #4 
g. Decorah 2025 Heivly Street Improvements Final Pay Application #9-Final  
h. Resolution 3674 Decorah 2025 Heivly Street Improvements Final Acceptance of 

Work 
i. 2026 Library Renovation Project Pay App #1 
j. Carlson Park Gateway Trail Project Change Orders #4 and #5 
k. Carlson Park Gateway Trail Project Pay Application #8 
l. Decorah Municipal Airport Conventional Hangar with Attached Terminal Building Pay 

App #6 
m. Decorah Municipal Airport Conventional Hangar with Attached Terminal Building 

Change Order #11 
n. New Class C Retail Alcohol License – Barside LLC, DBA Sidebar Decorah 
o. Resolution 3675 Setting Public Hearing on Fiscal Year 2026 Amendment 
p. Resolution 3676 Approving Transfer of Funds from Public Safety and General 

Government to Special Project Municipal Building 
q. Resolution 3677 Approving Transfer of Funds from Wastewater Treatment Plant 

Fund to the Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade Fund 
r. Resolution 3678 Approving Transfer of Proceeds from Fox and Coon Land from 

Special Project Account to General Fund 
s. Approval of QSI City-Wide Restriping Bid 
t. Appointment of Ross Hadley to the Sustainability Commission-Term Expires 

12/31/2027 
 

Bergan made a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented; Zittergruen seconded the motion. 
Roll call vote. All voting ayes. Motion carried.  
 
Neal made a motion to approve Resolution 3679 approving support for the application for Decorah Jobs 
to the Iowa Economic Development Authorities Workforce Housing Tax Credit and pledging local financial 
assistance to the project. Bergan seconded the motion. Roll call vote. All voting ayes. Motion carried. 
 
Schissel made a motion to approve the second reading amending Title 17-Zoning of the Decorah 
Municipal Code; Sections 17.68.050, 17.72.050, and 17.76.050 regarding minimum lot widths. Neal 
seconded the motion. Roll call vote. Ayes: Schissel, Neal, Whittle, Bergan, Zittergruen. Nays: None. 
Motion carried.  
 



Schissel made a motion to approve the third reading and adopt Ordinance 1357 amending Title 13 Water 
and Sewer. Neal seconded the motion. Roll call vote. Ayes: Schissel, Neal, Bergan, Whittle, Zittergruen. 
Nays: None. Motion carried. 
 
Schissel made a motion to approve the three-year contract with Hacker Nelson with the change of 
$500.00 being deducted from year two and year three of the proposed amount originally presented by 
Hacker Nelson. Whittle seconded the motion. Roll call vote. Ayes: Schissel, Whittle, Zittergruen, Bergan, 
Neal. Nays: None. Motion carried.  
Council held a discussion regarding the development agreement for the Fox and Coon property. Staff will 
investigate options for Council to consider for a future meeting.  
 
Mayor Carlson announced that the following boards and commissions have openings: 

a. Sustainability Commission 
b. Tree Board 
c. Historic Preservation Commission 
d. Library Board (3)-Upcoming 

Mayor Carlson urged anyone who is interested in serving on these boards should complete an application 
as soon as possible and submit it to the City of Decorah. 

Schissel made a motion at 6:55 PM to go into closed session pursuant to Open Meetings Law 21.5(1)I, to 
evaluate the professional competency of an individual whose appointment, hiring, performance or 
discharge is being considered when necessary to prevent needless and irreparable injury to that 
individual’s reputation and that individual requests a closed session. Whittle seconded the motion. All 
voting ayes. Motion carried.  

Council went back into open session at 8:27 PM. Bergan made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  

  

Meeting adjourned at 8:28 PM 

 

 
Keri Sand 
City Clerk-Finance Officer  
 

 

 

 

 

 

      


