
April 06, 2026 

The regular meeting was called to order by Mayor Carlson at 5:45 PM. 

The meeting was held at the Decorah Council Chambers and electronically. 

The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Members present: Mayor Andy Carlson, Randy Schissel, Johanna Bergan (Zoom 6:12 PM), Cody Whittle, 
Christopher Miculinich, Steve Zittergruen, Emily Neal, Brent Parker, City Clerk Keri Sand, and City 
Manager Travis Goedken 
 
Absent: None 
 
Zach Kerndt addressed the Council regarding the Winneshiek County Raceway and its schedule. Kerndt 
expressed gratitude to Council with the support that they have given the Winneshiek County Fair Board 
with the raceway.  
 
The consent agenda was presented. 

a. Minutes of March 16, 2026, Council Meeting  
b. Claims 
c. Temporary Outdoor Service for Every Thursday Starting May 07, 2026, Through 

October 08, 2026, for Impact Coffee 
d. Resolution 3647 Transfer of Funds from Park Special Gifts Memorial Fund to 

Decorah Athletic Complex Special Project Fund in the Amount of $307,166.66 
e. Decorah Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvements Project Pay Application No. 5 
f. Iowa Scholastic Mountain Bike Camp and Race Special Event  
g. Vesterheim Celebrate Norway’s Constitution Day Special Event 
h. Residential Tax Abatement 1200 Walnut Street, New Construction – Jackson 

Espeset  
i. Resolution 3648 Setting Public Hearing on Proposed Fiscal Year 2027 Budget-April 

20th 
j. Resolution 3649 Authorizing and Approving a Certain Loan Agreement, Providing for 

the Issuance of $4,345,000.00 General Obligation Corporate Purpose Bonds, Series 
2026A, and Providing for the Levy of Taxes to Pay the Same 

k. Resolution 3650 Approving Mayoral Appointments to the Decorah Tree Board- 
Brian Erickson and Drew Stevenson 

l. Resolution 3651 Proposing Vacation and Conveyance of Claiborne Parcel One to the 
Decorah Community School District and Setting a Public Hearing 

 
Schissel made a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented. Miculinich seconded the motion. 
Roll call vote. Ayes: Schissel, Miculinich, Parker, Zittergruen, Whittle, Neal. Nays: None. Motion carried.  

Neal made a motion to approve the 2026 Farmers Market Lease with no fees and the option of placing a 
porta-potty in the area for use. Parker seconded the motion. Roll call vote. Ayes: Neal, Parker, Miculinich, 
Zittergruen, Whittle. Nays: Schissel. Motion carried.  

Molly McNicoll, from the Sustainability Commission, presented information to Council concerning the IIHR 
(University of Iowa Flood Center) water sensors. The IIHR is requesting funds to continue to install two 
water sensors on the Upper Iowa River. One sensor would be placed in Bluffton and the other would be 
placed near College Drive. McNicoll explained to Council that these sensors were privately funded at one 
time, but those funds are no longer available. The Sustainability Commission is recommending the 
Council to fund this project using sustainability funds. Zittergruen made a motion to approve the funding 
of the two water sensors to the IIHR; Whittle seconded the motion. Roll call vote. Ayes: Zittergruen, 
Whittle, Bergan, Schissel, Neal, Parker, Miculinich. Nays: None. Motion carried.  

Mayor Carlson opened the public hearing on a proposed lease, and facilities use agreement with 
Northeast Iowa Montessori School, Inc. at 6:30 PM. No public comment. The public hearing was closed at 
6:31 PM. Neal made a motion to approve Resolution 3652 approving the lease of city owned property to 
Northeast Iowa Montessori School, Inc. Whittle seconded the motion. Roll call vote. Ayes: Neal, Whittle, 
Zittergruen, Schissel, Parker, Miculinich, Bergan. Nays: None. Motion carried.  

Mayor Carlson opened the public hearing on the plans, specifications, estimate of cost, and proposed 
form of contract for the Decorah 2026 Street Improvement-Chip Seal Project at 6:34 PM. No public 
comment. Mayor Carlson closed the public hearing at 6:35 PM. Schissel made a motion to approve 
Resolution 3653 approving the plans, specifications, estimate of cost, and proposed form of contract with 
Asphalt Surfaces Technologies Corporation. Parker seconded the motion. Roll call vote. Ayes: Schissel, 
Parker, Whittle, Neal, Miculinich, Bergan, Zittergruen. Nays: None. Motion carried.  

Schissel made a motion to approve the first reading of an ordinance amending Chapter 2.50 Human 
Rights Commission to comply with Senate File 579. Miculinich seconded the motion. Roll call vote. Ayes: 
Schissel, Miculinich, Parker, Bergan, Zittergruen. Nays: Whittle, Neal. Motion carried.  



Neal made a motion to approve Resolution 3654 proposing the vacation of a stormwater utility easement 
from the Decorah Community School District and setting a public hearing for April 20, 2026. Schissel 
seconded the motion. Roll call vote. Ayes: Neal, Schissel, Parker, Miculinich, Bergan, Zittergruen, Whittle. 
Nays: None. Motion carried.  

City Manager Travis Goedken and City Attorney John Anderson led a discussion regarding the multiple 
easements that the Decorah Public School would need to give to the City of Decorah to move forward 
with the building of the new elementary school. The retaining wall specifically was discussed due to the 
importance of this wall to help maintain Heivly Street and the school grounds. Council gave the 
consensus that they feel that the retaining wall should be considered 50/50 with the Decorah Community 
Schools. Staff will move forward with that recommendation.  

Mayor Carlson announced that there are openings on the Sustainability Commission, SSMID 
Commission, and the Tree Board.  

  

Meeting adjourned at 7:19 PM 

 

 

 

Keri Sand 
City Clerk-Finance Officer  
 

 

 

 

 

 

      


