
March 3, 2025 

The regular meeting was called to order by Mayor Lorraine Borowski at 5:45 PM. 

The meeting was held at the Decorah Council Chambers and electronically. 

The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Members present: Randy Schissel, Kirsten Olson, Christopher Miculinich, Steve Zittergruen, Cody 
Whittle, Brent Parker, Emily Neal, Mayor Lorraine Borowski, City Manager Travis Goedken, and City Clerk 
Keri Sand 
Absent: None 

Denise Lana of 604 Center Avenue informed the council that she nominated the City of Decorah for the 
2025 Strongest Town Contest. Decorah is now in the top sixteen in the nation. The winner will be 
determined by how many votes a city gets. She will be promoting this and encourages everyone to vote 
on strongesttown.com. 
 
March Holtey, Park and Rec Department Head, announced that they have secured a grant in the amount 
of $377,000.00 to go towards the land development for the ball diamond complex that will be developed 
on the Dahlen Property.  
 
The consent agenda was presented. 

a. Minutes of February 17, 2025 
b. Claims 
c. Renewal Class C Retail Alcohol License with Outdoor Service – Lefse Trolls 
d. Renewal Class C Retail Alcohol License with Outdoor Service - Don Jose Mexican 

Restaurant 
e. Renewal Special Class C Retail Alcohol License with Outdoor Service – Vesterheim 

Museum 
f. Change Order #1 (Rectifying Quantities) for the Decorah 2024 Dry Run Creek 

Wetlands Project 
g. Pay Application #4 (Final) for the Decorah 2024 Dry Run Creek Wetlands Project 
h. Resolution 3530 Accepting the Decorah 2024 Dry Run Creek Wetlands Project as 

Complete 
i. Resolution 3531 Setting Public Hearing for Proposed Property Tax Levy for Fiscal 

Year 2026 Budget 
j. Resolution 3532 Setting Date for Public Hearing on Designation of the Expanded 

2022 Business Park Urban Renewal Area and on Urban Renewal Plan Amendment  
k. Resolution 3533 Accepting Sidewalk Easement from Rinco II, LLC and Mill Street, 

LLC 
l. Resolution 3534 Approving Integrated Roadside Vegetation Management Plan 
m. Special Event Permit Application for Live on Winnebago 

 
Miculinich made a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented; Olson seconded the motion. Roll 
call vote. All voting ayes. Motion carried. 
 
Schissel made a motion to approve the first reading of an ordinance amending Chapter 2.16 Police 
Residency that allows police officers to reside out of state. Olson seconded the motion. Roll call vote. All 
voting ayes. Motion carried.  
 
Neal made a motion to approve Resolution 3535 limiting the funding sources towards a municipal electric 
utility if it passes March 4, 2025, to electric franchise revenues or general obligation bonds after a bond 
referendum has passed. Zittergruen seconded the motion. Roll call vote. Ayes: Neal, Zittergruen, Whittle, 
Parker. Nays: Olson, Schissel, Miculinich. Motion carried.  
 
Neal made a motion to approve staff applying for the Community Funding Project for fiscal year 2026 with 
the project that staff feel would have the best possibility of being granted. Olson seconded the motion. 
Suggestions for projects were the Fiber to the Home, Municipal Building, or the Wastewater Treatment 
Plant Upgrade. Roll call vote. All voting ayes. Motion carried. 
 
City Manager Goedken discussed Ordinance 13.20.030 Industrial and Non-Profit Institution Customers of 
Decorah’s water utility. Goedken explained that with the computer software conversion for Decorah’s 
utility billing, there has been an error discovered regarding 20,000 cubic feet or more in water usage for 
industrial users. Three companies should have been billed at a rate of $1.94 per cubic feet for anything 
over 20,000 cubic feet and they have been billed at the rate of $1.40. General consensus of the council is 
to have staff notify these three companies of this error and let them know as of July 1, 2025, they will be 
charged according to how the ordinance reads.  
 
Mayor Borowski announced that there are two openings on the Decorah Human Rights Commission.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:16 PM 
 
Keri Sand 
City Clerk-Finance Officer  



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

      


