
OVERVIEW 

SCIENTIFIC RESOLUTION PANELS 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), through 
its flood hazard mapping program, Risk MAP (Risk Mapping, 
Assessment, and Planning), identifies flood hazards, assesses 
flood risks, and partners with states, tribes and local 
communities to provide accurate flood hazard and risk data to 
guide them in taking effective mitigation actions. The resulting 
National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) maps provide the 
basis for community floodplain management regulations and 
flood insurance requirements. 

What is a Scientific Resolution Panel? 

FEMA's Scientific Resolution Panel (SRP) process reinforces 
FEMA's commitment to work with communities to ensure the 
flood hazard data depicted on Flood Insurance Rate Maps 
(FIRMs) are developed collaboratively, using the best science 
available. 

Flood hazards are constantly changing, and FEMA updates 
FIRMs through several methods to reflect those changes. When 
proposed changes to a FIRM are met with conflicting technical 
and/or scientific data during a regulatory appeal period, an 
independent third-party review of the information may be 
appropriate. An SRP serves as an independent third party. 

The SRP process benefits both FEMA and the community:

► It offers a neutral review process by independent third parties.

► It confirms FEMA's commitment to using the best science for
the purpose of accurately depicting flood hazards on flood
maps.

► It provides an additional opportunity for resolving community
appeals involving conflicting technical and/or scientific data.

While FEMA had previously established an SRP process, the
Biggert-Waters Flood Insurance Reform Act of 2012 formally
established a statutory SRP process. The Appeal and Comment

Processing Guidance for Flood Risk Analysis and Mapping,

which incorporates the legislative requirements for the SRP, is
available at www.fema.gov/ guidelines-and-standards-flood-risk­
ana I sis-and-ma ••

For Addltlonal Information 

For more information on appeals, see the 
FEMA document Appeals, Revisions, and 

Amendments to National Flood Insurance 

Program Maps: A Guide for Community 

Officials at www.fema.gov/media­
library/assets/documents/17930 

Part 67 of the NFIP regulations, 
which pertains to appeals, is available at 
http://www.fem a .gov/guidance-
docu ments-other-pu bl ished-resou rces 

FEMA's Guidelines and Standards 
for Flood Risk Analysis and Mapping 
webpage includes the Appeal and 

Comment Processing Guidance for Flood 

Risk Analysis and Mapping: 

www.fema.gov/guidelines-and-standards­
flood-risk-analysis-and-mapping 

Templates and Other Resources: 
www.fema.gov/media-
l ibra rv/assets/documents/32786?id= 75 7 7 

Other Important Links: 

• NIBS Scientific Review Panel website:
www.floodsrp.org/

• Risk MAP: www.fema.gov/risk-mapping­
assessment-and-planning-risk-map 

• Information on Recent and Upcoming
Map Changes: www.fema.gov/status­
map-change-requests

• Flood Insurance:
www.floodsmart.gov
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